RUS

SCENE ONE

A morgue. The small windows are dark, and the wall clock reads
3:04 A.M. It should be an analog clock, with an audible tick. The
door is swinging — someone has just left the room.

One morgue drawer 1is pulled out, containing ALDERIDGE’S BODY. He
is (was) a well-dressed man in his early 40s, with a narrow face.
He has been arranged neatly, his tie straightened, etc., but
still looks unkempt, not least because one side of his face is
livid and the other white. He has been shot in the chest.

An open briefcase sits on a table next to him. It contains his
papers and effects, although one sheet of paper has been removed.
Also on the table are an ashtray and a padded bag containing a
prototype ectoplasmic disruptor.

GEORGE RUSSELL re-enters, dragging a folding chair. RUSSELL,
hereafter 'RUS,’ is also in his early 40s, also wearing a sult.
He is an intelligence officer, but in the last few years has
become accustomed to regular hours and his own bed, and he is
suffering from being shaken out of a deep sleep. In his inner
jacket pocket is ALDERIDGE’s annotated list of British agents 1in
Berlin.

RUS looks at the chair, but does not sit.

Alderidge, are you there?

The lights flicker, or RUS blinks.

ALDERIDGE

Yes,

RUS

I’'m here.

ROBERT ALDERIDGE, as a shade, is still pale and bloody, but has
an animating spark of charisma which makes him look quite
different from the body. ALDERIDGE, hereafter ‘AL,’ does not look
at his own corpse. He looks solid, but does not interact with any
objects in the room.

Alright. (pauses) Now, usually, is when I would explain your situation

to you, but I assume you understand.
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AL smiles.

AL
Perfectly clear, yes.

RUS
Then you understand that there are things you need to tell me.
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That depends on what I want, doesn’t it?
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What do you want?

- i gty e ¢ ol

(pauses) 1 suppose I won’t get very far without telling you, will I?

AL leans against the wall of morgue drawers, his hands in his
pockets. He takes a moment to consider what to say; RUS watches
him, sidelong.

AT,
T just think maybe you’ll listen to me more if I don’t come right out
and say it. It’s.. I mean, you don’t have questions?

RUS

Sure. Why don’t I tell you what I want? I need you to tell me where

your files are. All your operations, everything you’ve ever told the
Soviets. I need to know.

AL
Yes, yes.

AL looks at the table and the bag.
AL

I need you to give me that disruptor.

RUS 1is taken aback.

AT,
Not give it to me. I need you to give it to the Russians.



RUS
The Russians.

AT
Yes.

RUS
T don’t know what makes you think you have that kind of leverage over
me. You’re dead, Alderidge.

AT,
Mhm. And as dead people go, unusually qualified to accomplish things,
I think.

RUS 'F\B—\'"

Start smaller.

AT
Alright. .. I’d like to talk to you. I know our time is limited.
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What do you want to talk about, Alderidge?

AT

I admit, I’m a little disappointed that you’re not asking me any
questions! We all know the very obvious, bare-bones ‘you’re a ghost,
what do you need to move on’ things. I expected curiosity, or

disappointment, or something. % @ 3 , : . %. ,
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I usually try to start with business. But you’re right, I am curious.
I want to know why. Why did you do this?

AL

I mean, it’s really very simple! I believe it’s the right thing to do.

RUS
(incredulous) The right thing to do?

AL
Yes.
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Yes. And people die every day to feed the machine. And people would
have died if those fascists got into power in Germany — (laughs) not
the fascists we already had, the ones our people wanted instead.

You understand how the game is played. I, having recently died myself
— I'm fairly pissed off at the people who put me here, but I leveraged
my whole life to get things done. That’s what our profession is.

RUS
So does loyalty mean nothing to you? To our country? To me?

AL

Ha! .. To you, yes. I — I truly — I regret lying to you. But I’F%’been
lying to you since I was eighteen 5 af\ (1\gd Mo
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AL

(startled laugh) No, Lord, not about this. I just mean that you know
me better than probably anyone else in the world, and you still don’t
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know me very well.

AL

I don’t feel any particular loyalty to queen and country, or the
institutions we came up in. I care about people, people’s suffering —
{(off Rus’ skeptical look) You remember that battlefield we visited?

RUS)(O K’\’\@C\h Zﬁo%ﬁogarm% abt people



RUS
Rostov-on-don?

AL
Yes.

RUS
I remember, yeah. It was terrible. They were all terrible.

AL

Yes! And none of those spirits, realistically, will ever be laid to
rest. And they’re aware, suffering .. (aside) I’'m quite aware, at
least, although I believe I don’t have long before I start losing
pieces?

(off Rus’ short nod) Right. Right.

Well. T didn’t think Her Majesty’s government still had the capacity
to surprise me, but keeping the disruptor to ourselves.. in terms of
human suffering, it’s potentially more of a crime than anything anyone
has ever had the scope to do before. (laughs) I'm sorry if that sounds

self-important. Qs aciudlly sur r?\seti- Yored s vets > has not
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They don’t even know about it, Russ. They don’t want it. This is me.

RUS
Why should I believe you?

Because you’re my friend?

Because you’ve been lying to me this whole time, because you made me
complicit?
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I went to bat for you.

AL
You’re a good man. But there are things you won’t let yourself see.



RUS
If you believed this so strongly, why didn’t you tell me earlier?

AL
How much earlier? When I was at university, and everyone wrote my
politics off as youthful silliness? Would you have listened?

RUS RASE UOICE

T would have talked you out of it! {b(. {ﬁ(“g%“ 4ﬁFQQ,
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AL
(laughing) Of course you would have.

RUS
You wouldn’t be here right now!

AL’s eyes flick down to the body and away.

RUS
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(claps his hands together) Let’s talk. I want.. Well, we can start
small. I want my reputation to remain intact. I don’t want this
publicized. I'm sure there are plenty in the government who wouldn’t

want that either. ¥.~
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Well, I’'m asking you very nicely.
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RUS
And I’'m asking where your files are. (beat) Do you really want Jean to
know about this?

AT,
No! No, I do not. But I also don’t want more of my people hurt.

RUS
Then you shouldn’t have gotten shot.



AL
You’re telling me. Do you know what happened?/I mean, I got shot,
obviously.

RUS

You met with a man from the KGB. The West German police showed up.
There was a commotion. Then you and the KGB officer were dead, and
they came to me.

AL
I’'m sorry. I'm sure it wasn’t pleasant to be woken in the middle of
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Tt would be selfish of me, to prioritize my relationship with my wife

Beat.

and children over this grand philosophical point I’ve just made, when
I’m telling you that you should betray — as you would see it, at least
— that you should betray ;ﬁen nd country for this greater good.
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You ggg_; want to betray your ideals. I can’t betray mine. You’'re
right: if I leave you here, you’ll go to that battlefield and you’ll
stay there and you’ll lose yourself. Let me help you. T can give you —
something else. What do you need to go anywhere else?

AL
I suppose it doesn’t have to be the battlefield. I could come home,
and disintegrate into a shrieking terror there.

T mean, God. The disintegration of the essential self! Becoming
something unrecognizable .. who hasn’t done that already?
(unconvincingly) That’s nothing.
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(unimpressed) And how did it feel?

AL
Very good!



I mean, the ghost thing won’t.

But I’ve stopped being myself several times already. I got a lot more
done when people started liking me.. other than you.

RUS
I noticed that, yeah.

AL
I always appreciated your company.

RUS
Thanks.

AL
All I’'m saying is — I know how to leverage myself to a goal. I'm

fow tries. .
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I can see that. \v

willing to do it again.

He pulls out his own packet of cigarettes and lights one.
- e —"

RUS
Your kids really look up to you.
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RUS

I can tell them you died a hero. I can tell them you were stopping
very bad people, to serve your country. Or I can tell them that you
betrayed us, and you weren’t the man they thought you were.

AL
I wish you wouldn’t!

. RUS looks at him. 5//[5 //'ﬂ?'

For everything about_mg_gggg_;ﬁ g I swear my — my love for
them, it is. ammering) If that means anything to you. Truly. I've

been — the best father I could to them, and I have — thought about



this. I mean, I’ve made the choice, and I’'ve made the choice over and
over again. I knew it could happen. And it would be a bit awkward,

with Dora, maybe? Wﬁf@ 4 /55 Rys. 4037
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AT,
(scoffing) How much does she know about your work?

RUS
She knows that I work for MI6. She doesn’t know the details.

AL
She doesn’t know that you talk to ghosts?

RUS
(surprised) She knows that. Of course she knows that. She’s known

since :he day we me;/(g(/ f/}ﬂlf‘/ //{ [/dgyﬂ' %/;fk Jﬂﬂf p %ﬂ/L ”’]VCA.
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(sighs) I'm sure it would be terrible for you, to have to lie to them.
I’m sure it would be terrible for you to have to tell them the truth.
And either way, I don’t think I’1l be in a state to care very much
about it.

RUS
So I lose either way, is that it?

AL
Yeah.

RUS
Yeah, I already lost.

Asking me to keep it from Jean, that means keeping it from Dora. T
can’t promise that. That’s asking me to put a part of myself away, and
to never talk about it with my wife. I already do that with so much.

AT,
(half-seriously) What’s one more thing?



RUS
Is that what you told yourself, every time?

AL
(in the same tone) What’s one more thing, weighed against the greater
good? It sounds cliche, but it really is, in,6 some ways, liberating to

believe in something. ?//f% ,%/(ﬂjj /ﬁ, /}7/4/15/ é;/]L )’4/(4)’7[/‘(61/4}'

RUS

I believed in being the kind of person that you showed me I could be.
In being kind. Tending the garden that was given to me. You’re not
changing the world. You didn’t change anything!

AT,
I changed plenty!

The lights flicker.

AL
I'm sorry. I don’t mean to get angry with you.

The garden’s all rotten, Russ. There’s — thorns and bitter fruit, or
whatever biblical metaphor you like. People can eke out little bits of
goodness, but they can’t truly be good.

Those people, the Catholic Underground. Without me, after the war.. you
never wondered what happened to them?

RUS
(angrily) Of course I wondered. Now I know it’s because you gave them

up.

AL
Yes.

Yes. And I'm sure many of them were killed in unpleasant ways.

RUS
I gave you the names.

AL
Yes.

I'm very sorry.
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RUS shakes his head.

AL

I’'m sorry for lying to you. For making you complicit. I think it was
worth it, not to have a bunch of insane royalists in charge just
because our people don’t want to give the Russkies a toehold!

You’ re good at seeing the good in things. But can’t you see it’s all
rotten?

RUS

Of course it’s broken, but you don’t unbreak it by sweeping all the
pieces off the board. People don’t have that kind of power. You don’t.
We’re not at school, this isn’t some prank that you’re playing.

- o e
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(interrupting with a laugh, a little hysterical) No, we are! You think
we can make little choices, and make things better? The way we made
little choices, and made things better there?

RUS
We did make it better!

AL
Not better enocugh.

RUS
It could have been torture there, and it was good. I m— (he cuts
himself off and starts again) I met you. That was good.

AL
(overlapping) That was good.

il
A{ M-

(overlapping) For a while.

AL

(raising his hands in acknowledgement of the point) It was good, but
it wasn’t enough. It didn’t stop us becoming bullies ourselves. It
didn’t change anything after we left. We were a little nicer to a few
little idiots — but the next class of idiots comes in, and the same
thing happens, they grow up, they become monsters, and — you can’t fix
it a little bit by a little bit.

11



RUS
So what should we have done, burned the school building down?

AL
(irritated) No. I don’t know. But the Soviets, they’re doing
something. And they are fucking it up, God knows, in plenty of ways.

But they’re doing something, and they’re making people believe in it.

I don’t have high hopes of convincing you, or I would have told you
ages ago.

RUS
I shouldn’t have gone on that fucking mission with you.

AL
No comment.

RUS stubs out his cigarette.

RUS
How about this? If you give me your files, it’1ll be up to my
discretion who sees them. I don’t have to give them everything.

AT,
Oh, it’1ll be up to your discretion? And when they say, oh, George,
this is everything he gave you, you’ll lie to them?

RUS
Why not? I'm a different man than I was yesterday.

AL
I’'m very much the same so far, aside from the bullet wound. (feeling
it gingerly) That’s unpleasant.

RUS S—HFF ()Ppg?\ I\P> MAF\Q

Not fun.

AL
Oh, not for you either?

RUS
They brought me your body. Obviously, that’s.. (off AL’s laugh, does

not think this is funny) that’s where I am now. You'wve looked better.

12
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I’ve had better days.
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I appreciate the olive branch. I believe you — I really do believe
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you. But I can’t give you the names without anything in return.
RUS
I won’t tell your wife anything. I won’t tell MI6 anything.
AL
(pauses) That is something.
It won’t make me move on.
RUS
Giving the disruptor to the Russians, that’s the only thing..?
AL
You understand perfectly.
Does it upset you..
RUS
(interrupting) What?
AL
(continuing as if he was not interrupted) .. to think of that happening
to me?
RUS

0Of course it does. It upsets me to think of you dead.

AL
Obviously, I'm very charming.

RUS rolls his eyes.

13



AL
You’d prefer to avoid the rest, though. The part where I stop talking
to you about our nice school memories and.

RUS

Where you become a screaming thing that doesn’t know anyth1 d/ jf’MW ;ﬂ
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(irritated) Yes, I'm not looking forward to it either, thank you. B%% .ﬁé k
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that’s why it’s important. The disruptor. jﬁ WW
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RUS

I can't — I can’t. (struggling) I can’t give it to them. But I — if

you want me to — if you want me to use it on you, I can give you that.

AL

(breezily) No, that would be terribly hypocritical of you.

RUS
You’re my friend. You were my friend.

Yes, it would be hypocritical of me.

You told lies, you betrayed people. Apparently, I’'m only the man I am
today because I met you. And, apparently, I'm no better than that.

AL

Oh, I'm terribly flattered that I’'ve dragged you down this path of
villainy with me! You’re missing the point. I didn’t do those things
for you, much as I love you. I didn’t do those things to keep my
friend from suffering. I did them on principle, as ridiculous as it
sounds! Because there are things that I care about, things that matter
to me, and I try to live my life in a way that’s consistent with them.

He paces back and forth in the small space.
And I know that may be hard to understand, because of the lying and
the betrayal and all the other dreadful things, which I will freely
admit to — now, at the end of all things, when I can actually speak to
you about them, I will admit to whatever you ask me.
But it wasn’t for you, and I wouldn’t ask you to do that for me.

[ 7ok ﬂ%/%mj fr o
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AlderiFIge: Your_" whole life, you've seen almost everything clearly. Byt y always saw it
just a little bit brighter than it is. Because you're a man who doesn'’t |jve idlthe mud and
the muck. And | always admired that about you. /

Russell: (incredulous) | don't live in the mud. Alderi i i A
; ridge? | don't livik in tf ”
Alderidge: Not quite. ’./ in e muck?

i Russell: So the grave doesn’t count.
You’ re not askin/Alderidge: (amused) The mud and the muck before the grave,

I don’t want to let you become that.

And I don’t want to betray my country. It wouldn’t be just this one
thing, anyway. I would just become.. their replacement for you.

AL is silent for a long beat.

AT,
You know, that doesn’t horrify me as much as it should. I mean, it
feels wrong. It feels incorrect, as if (he laughs bitterly) that sort

of thing shouldn’t happen to you.

(maybe even a little teary) But what’s so special about you? P f{h .
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(playing it off) Frequently, I discover little inconsistencies like

this, in the way I think about the world, and I do try to think about

them, and think through them, which it seems to me that not very many

people do.

RUS
Think?

AT,
Ha! Yes. No, I don’t know how you get through life operating on just..
a vague feeling, telling you the right thing to do.

RUS
What else are we supposed to do?

AL
Put your mind to it, man! Be consistent!
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RUS

(exasperated, almost fond sigh) You said I see the good in people, but
you’ re the idealist. People are people. We’re all just muddling along.
Even you, as smart as you are, you don’t know everything.

AL
Of course I don’t.

RUS
You don’t know all the consequences of your actions —

AL
Of course I don’t!

RUS
Or you wouldn’t be dead.

AL laughs.

AL
Low blow. Really a low blow.

%W&WMW’WKJW/“

Saying you’ll use that thing on me pretty effectively shoots in the
foot my ability to leverage my own screaming madness against you, it’s
true.

I could follow you home, I think, if I put my mind to it.

RUS rubs his temple.

AT,
I understand that the things I'm saying are terribly cruel. Maybe that

surprises you — it shouldn’t at this point. / ﬂ%ﬁg
ff/g VILK %”/
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It would be nice, in a way, to be with you.

RUS éﬁ IS 5 {%

For a little while. It wouldn’t be nice forever.
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AL
No. (beat) Worse for you than for me, I think. (beat) Maybe it’s a
toss-up.

RUS
It’s not that I don’t understand your point. I want to trust you,
Robert. I want to believe that you know what the right thing to do is.

If you had asked me yesterda%% maybe you could h?ﬁ? convinced me then.
gnmedirfe— mgonsciovs— (i fesponge
I don’t believe you. i‘F é@ ﬂ/“/é}’g’/ ’/ﬁfj dt ﬂ// /) (71’ /”(7 /ﬁ([/@
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We’ll never know, will we.

The Soviets mlght invent the disruptor themselves. They don’t need our
help. =
i look\(\s for gn egsier solution.

AL
You know perfectly well they’re not a hundredth as good as you are.
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(overlapping) Flattery’s not going to get you PQ ff
ynce
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(overlapping) BAnd of course, the rest at the OUC are — fine — what? 42/
RUS ACTS 7N

You think flattery’s the way to go now?

AL A/ 0{
(offended~or_mock-offended) No, it’s honesty! You know you’re
revolutionized the place.

RUS
They put me in charge because I'm the one who could’ve joined MIG6 alqs|
any case. (beat) It’s not that I don’t understand what you’re saying

about the way the world works.

Maybe if you were..
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You can’t leave me with this! ¥0(ﬂ

You can’t leave me and tell me to do these things for you, when I'd
have to lie, and betray, and you wouldn’t even be here. There won’t be
anyone 1 can talk to.

I'm sorry.
(Long beat.)

I can’t, Robert. I will give you your reputation. I can give you that!
And if I can’t give you peace, I can give you oblivion. But there are
just some things that can’t be done.

You can’t do everything. You can’t win everything. You can’t save the
whole world. You need to get what you can get. That’s what you can
get.

AL

What a beautifully elegant way to put it. (beat) You know, I'm aware
that I sound pompous and absurd when I say things like this, which is
why, excepting unusual circumstances, I don’t say them. But if more
people tried to save the world, as you put it, even though it meant
doing things they thought were unsavory — upsetting their wives — we
might be in a better place.

RUS nods.

RUS
You think the world could be saved by people being willing to upset
their wives?

Jean doesn’t — 5 f 5 -éy 74ﬂ£ 7 qlﬂ F; g
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RUS nods again, not surprised. a@ﬁﬁ}&
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AL
We get along well. I think we’ve raised ou

RUS
Why did you marry her?

AL
It was the thing to do. (repeating) We get
liked her. I do like her!

RUS

AL
I suppose I thought she was happy.

Doesn’t she ever seem lonely to you? 7%}5

r children well.

along well. She liked me.

| liked _ ! 4% 12 /W,% /’am]L //L ///J/j//éd

As /ﬁjca/;/ st

RUS oress he advantage

If you can give her peace, in your death,
kind thing to do.

AT
If I can give her peace?

RUS
If you can help me give her peace. Give me

use her this way. It’s unsavory. But I don’

AL

I’11 trade you the names for my reputation.

won’t use that thing on me.

RUS
You’d rather go with the screaming masses?

AL
Well, it would be egotistical to set mysel

RUS shakes his head.

RUS
I don’t want that for you.

I think that would be the

a reason! I don’t want to
t have much.

But only if you swear you

f apart.
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AL
Neither do I, Russell! But here we are.

RUS
I promise. I won’t use it — I’11l let you choose your own hell if you
want. That i1s the least I can do. Give me the names.

AL
They’re in the basement cupboard in the green house on Boscobel
street.

RUS
(sighs) Thank you.

I won’t make promises that I can’t keep. But I can tell them this was
an awful accident. And I can tell that to Jean too. I'1ll tell her
whatever you want — I’11 tell Dora whatever you want. Is there
anything.. (he finds himself smiling incredulously) Any last words
you’d like?

AL laughs, surprised.

RUS
I’m already lying. Might as well add some flair.

AL

I can’t think of anything. _ %’“*0 f*%f*

rese

RUS

You do have some time, and then./ You have some time, and then it will
be up. We’ll see each other again, but we won’t be able to talk like

this.

AL
I understand.

I don’t suppose that, many years in the future.. when you’ve got a
grandbaby on each knee, the war is over, the Russians have been
brought back into the capitalistic fold, and so on .. you might try to
1ift the veil of secrecy a bit. Around the disruptor.

RUS

I don’t think I can make promises like that. I don’t know the future.
I can’t see five feet into the future, apparently;/l’ll do my best. If
there are civilian applications.. I try my best to do good.



AT,
(fondly) I know. I do have greater-than-average faith in your vague
moral intuitions.

?Uzppreciate that. FQ‘\S b3£J< oN ?0“+Q4\Q35

(beat)

Would you have just gone on like this forever?

has been holding this back er a while.

I imagine eventually I’d have had to retire.

RUS /5
It comes for us all. Much like the other thing. ﬁﬁ”d ‘

bit of awkward silence, 8fter lQUJh. Rus. willing Vto wart For redl answer.

I am.. sorry. Inasmuch as one can be sorry, when one wouldn’t have done
very much differently. I regret it — can ;he definition of regret
contain that?/I didn’t like hurting you,/or lining up future hurt for
you.
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If that means anything to you.

RUS

I sat for a while, with (does not look at body) you, before I made
this contact. I wanted to know what you had to say for yourself, but T
was worried that it was all — that you were only ever using me —

AL
(interrupting) Oh, God, no, George.

RUS
I believe you. I shouldn’t, probably.
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AT,

I’ve failed unutterably at human connection — I’ve prioritized other
things fairly highly, as y can no doubt tell — but you, you are the
best friend I’ve ever had./ I was happy, whenever they sent us out
together. Selfishly; even though I knew it would mean lying to you.

RUS
On the front I used to think — this isn’t so bad. What a horrible
thing to think. I wouldn’t tell Dora that.

It wasn’t so bad. You were there. We were doing good work. I'm glad
that.. Well. I wouldn’t change it either. Even knowing the things that
you’ve done, I’'m glad.

AT

I wish you hadn’t said that, because it does make me wonder. I've
never had good luck with honesty. And, as much faith as I habitually
extend to you, T couldn’t extend you quite enough faith to be honest.
But —-ﬁmm, I don’t like to think about it. I’m envious of the version
of me o told you.. if it all worked out.

RUS
It’s hard to imagine, but.

AL
Yes, as you put it, we’ll never know now.

RUS
They wouldn’t have been able to stop us together. (overlapping) It’'s
for the best.

AL
(overlapping) Goodness, no. I definitely wouldn’t have gotten shot.
Not an attempt to guilt you!

RUS laughs, AL sighs. They are both aware of the clock; they’ve
got a little over ten minutes.

T Tming His 15 going o b 3 pEN

; 5 B
RUS Joan we chedt e cloeK ¢ \//a

Listen, we don’t have an enormous amount of time. It would not be a
burden to have you with me, but there is something beyond this. I

—

don’t pretend to know what it is, and — I know you’ve told me what you
need to get there, but I can’t give it to you, and if there’s anything
else — if there’s anything you want, I can — (pauses) It's a rather
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pathetic offer, isn’t it? Anything but the one thing you’ve asked me
for.

AL
I suppose you could try becoming a die-hard Communist, and we could

wovld &o ) TH'-ri-gk Q
awsy

see if it worked.

RUS is not expecting this at all, and laughs. R \ cou ‘3&
L

RUS U\)H'h :“\I

I will miss you at parties.

AT

Ha! I don’t know if I’ve given you the impression that I was terribly
unhappy the whole time, with all that stuff about lying to everyone,
but — I enjoyed being good at it. Not the lying. I enjoyed — who

doesn’t enjoy people 114];/37“/; " 6167[ Z‘/ﬁ /éﬁ’ %ﬁm WL,Z ff//é

RUS
The first time I saw you after university, I was proud of you.. and I
was afraid that you wouldn’t need me anymore.

AL
Well, at the time I thought I was getting on perfectly well without
you, I will be honest, but when we saw each other again, I was..

Long pause.
AL

Goodness, man, you’re wasting the time we’ve got! Don’t you want to
know what I was going to get you for Christmas next year?

RUS
What were you going to get me for Christmas next year?

AL
I’ve no idea.

RUS
Your presents were always late, anyway.

AL
Mm.
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RUS

(sighs) There were things that I wanted — not for Christmas, out of
this conversation. And I’ve gotten what I could get. But I did also
want to say goodbye.

It’s not much of a goodbye, if you’re going to follow me home.

AL

Well, you know when you’re at a party, and you say goodbye to someone,
and then you both find yourself walking down the same street into a
maddening abyss, et cetera, et cetera.

RUS
I know it’s foolish to ask you not to joke about that.

AL
It is, but I can hold off if you’d really like. Mm. Like being honest,
it does not come naturally to me!

RUS
If it’s your last few conscious minutes on Earth, then I suppose it
would be rude. Like making the rules when you’re hosting me.

w  Jiigly.

I don’t know. Ask me anything you want.

RUS
That battlefield, in Rostov-on-don, was that just the first place you
noticed it? All the screaming?

AT,

I could feel it a little, in other places. Just the way everyone does,
not the way you do. But there was nothing there except the screaming..
just that, magnified forever.

RUS

(shakes head) In my memory, it’s just another place. Perhaps that
doesn’t speak well of me. But it was another battlefield, where we did
the best we could. I’ve always wondered — well, so many of my
colleagues, they can’t take it, day after day. They have to go on
leave. It’s never been a problem for me.
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I don’t think I’m better. I didn’t do very well in school, so perhaps
this is my one talent. Or maybe it doesn’t touch me as much. I was
impressed with the way you could feel things that others felt.

AL
It’s what led us here, I suppose.

I don’t think you’re defective, Russ. Most people don’t .. react the
way I did.

RUS
Yes, you were always unique.

AL
You know better than anyone.

Even if you don’t understand, even if you don’t feel the same way, ik
is a weight off of me to know that you know.

RUS

T don’t know if I can say that I'm glad. Goodness, what if you’d
simply been killed in action, the way any of us might, and you hadn’t
had anything incriminating..

AT,
Very sloppy, I know. I'm very embarrassed.

RUS
We’d be having a very different final conversation.

Speaking of envying yourself. I'm a little envious of that man, who is
being lied to during your final moments. Maybe that’s not fair. Maybe

you would have told me the truth. But I don’t. / /y j% /7|4%/
: ks e wor ,
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No, I think we can admit that it’s unlikely. 7%

RUS
Yes.

AL
You don’t have to spare my feelings, in that regard.

Two MInUTES HeRe
(Ywo mineTes Fhanks)
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RUS

We both know if I was going to go back on my promise, this would be é
Z. my wiLe

the time to do it. A/ //i/é’//?fﬁjj /‘g;,«//ﬁ, /ﬂd ﬂyz Jd/)j/'/(’/e}

It might even be the right thing to do. But I just can’t. I can’t.
have to try to be the man you taught me how to be, even if —

Some of it was true.

AL /ﬂ/fﬂ/ﬂéé j/f/Q-

Some of it was true.~—

RUS
Well.

ﬁozlo? Hmed it oot

(Pause.)
You know, I did already buy your Christmas present.

AL
Dare I ask?

RUS
Scotch. (annoyed) You’re terrible to buy for. I can drink it.

AL
Yes, pour me a glass, won’'t you.

nv\B sec

(Pause.)

Look at us, like schoolboys, too tongue-tied to use the time we've
got! I’11 miss you — or I won’'t.

RUS
I’m sorry that I couldn’t do more for you. That I — Thank you for

letting me do this much.

AL

: 9;% L,

You never know what will make you change your convictions. I can hold

out hope.

RUS
Yes. I think if — I can’t think of what more could happen.

e, iF gou covlan't convince me, ..
A
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AL

I care for you very much. And I'11 try not to forget that.

RUS
Goodbye.

AL
Goodbye —

And lights.

g 1o 2 ] s
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